BEAUTY   SPOTS   OF   TRAVANCORE
was an uninhabited evergreen forest, the natural and undisputed habitat of the majestic elephant, the terrible tiger, the mighty bison, the ferocious panther, the barbarous bear and other wild animals. The earliest ancestor of the European planter in Tra-vancore seems to have been one Mr. J. D. Munro, a Scotchman of considerable foresight and business instinct, who first secured about 200 square miles of land for purposes of cultivation, The North Travancore Planting and Agricultural Society was the name of the organisation to which this large area was given on certain terms, Later on, it was changed into the Kannan Devan Hills Produce Company. The story which is very interesting is that the whole tract of land belonged to one Kannan Devan, a local chieftain. Without going into the early period, it will be sufficient for our purpose to say that the Travancore Government assigned this large slice of forest and grass land for purposes of coffee cultivation which at that time attracted capitalists both from Travancore and outside. In view of the immense potentialities of development of the State the Government in those days invited European planters and offered them inducements to start work in Travancore. While the Indians failed in the hopeless task of opening those thick primeval forests, infested with terrible animals, the Europeans admirably succeeded with their courage, pluck and grit and at the risk of human life and expenditure of enormous amount of money they cleared the dreaded home of God's wild life into man's peaceful abode. Munnar is today an European colony chiefly controlled by about 70 planters working under the Kannan Devan Hills Produce Company. There are 33 tea estates of which 25 are worked by electric power generated by the Travancore Government at Pallivasal. The total area of tea under cultivation is about 29,000 acres which last year produced approximately 15H million .fcs. of tea. The Indian population, including coolies, contractors and staff is about 35,000. An excellent and well-planned market has been built by the Company which is well patronised* There are over 200 miles of roads constructed by the Company with, cdstly bridges. An up-to-date hospital with an installation of X-ray apparatus, a High School and a chain of primary schools for the education of the children